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BACKGROUND OBJECTIVES

Caring for a child with cancer imposes extra stress
on every family member.

Practical, emotional, social, and financial aspects of
the family’s normal life are significantly disrupted.

Home healthcare (HHC) comes to alleviate this
burden.

This abstract presents part of the findings of a master 
thesis in Greece.

This narrative review aims to explore parents’ experiences 

of HHC delivered to their child with cancer from the 

pediatric non-governmental service “Floga”.

METHODOLOGY

Seven semi-structure interviews were conducted with 
a snowball sample of parents whose child with cancer 
received HHC.

Transcripts were analyzed according to Braun and 
Clarke's thematic approach.

RESULTS

Interview transcripts revealed the overarching theme “HHC service to children with cancer: a gift”, 

which comprised of two sub-themes. 

THE PRESENTATION

Our presentation is based on “Returning to normality: ‘a God sent gift’” sub-theme, which comprises of three sub-

categories:

Resuming everyday routine at home for the child, the parents and the siblings:

“ our children gained their routine, playing, eating, sleeping at home…all together”

Nursing care: ‘a time for relief’:
“ …and our nurse came, and all our queries solved in a moment…and everything is going well…and now I know that I 

haven’t done something wrong…and for a parent that moments are our relief moments… thanks to HHN..”

HHC Nurse: ‘someone we rely on’: 

“…the bell is ringing and our beloved nurse comes, and my son runs straight to her, his hugging her, playing with 

her, without fear, the only thing that you can see in his eyes is love …”

The narratives of the parent’s capture 
the gratitude and relief each time 

describe HHC.
 

HHC service facilitates and empowers 

each member of the family to 

transition to normality and a state of 

balance life away from the hospital 

environment.

Parents appreciate the safe and 

trusting relationship between them 

and the nurses, who demonstrated 

knowledge, professionalism and 

empathy.

 

CONCLUSION Families caring for a child with cancer benefit enormously when they receive care at 
home. It makes the journey through illness less lonely and a step towards normality.
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