
ICCHNR Convenor’s Report 2019-20 
 

1 

 
 
INTERNATIONAL COLLABORATION 
FOR COMMUNITY HEALTH 
NURSING RESEARCH 
(ICCHNR) 
Registered Charity No. 1042880 
President: Professor Pam Smith 
Convenors: Prof. Sally Kendall, Prof. Gina Higginbottom 
 
http://www.icchnr.org 
 
Convenor’s Report February 2020  
 
The year 2019-20 reported on here has been quieter in terms of events than the previous year. 
However, the Executive Group has been working with the management group on some 
strategic issues that will help to raise the profile and status of ICCHNR internationally. 
 
Welcome to our new President 
 
This year we welcomed our incoming President Professor Pam Smith, MBE to take the baton 
from Fiona Ross, CBE in supporting ICCHNR to take its next steps. 

Pam brings a huge wealth of experience and global knowledge 
to ICCHNR. She is currently Professorial Fellow in Nursing 
Studies, the School of Health in Social Science at the University of 
Edinburgh. Previous posts include the General Nursing Council 
Trust Endowed Chair in Nurse Education and Director of the 
Centre for Research in Nursing and Midwifery Education at the 
University of Surrey.  Her past and current research is committed 
to global public health, international development in lower and 
middle income countries, health care workforce and migration, 
health care professional education and leadership, emotions in 
care and extreme old age. She is highly committed to capacity 
building, quality education and care. 

Pam received an MBE for services to nursing and nurse education in 2016. 
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Welcome Professor Gina Higginbottom, MBE 

 
 
Gina has joined ICCHNR as Co-convenor taking up the mantle from Prof. Patricia Wilson. 
Gina, along-standing member of ICCHNR, also brings a wealth of experience from across the 
globe to her work with ICCHNR as co-convenor. 
Dr Gina Marie Awoko Higginbottom MBE, PhD, M/A, Postgradip (Ed Studies), RN, RM, RHVis 
Emeritus Professor of Ethnicity and Community Health. She is a qualified nurse, midwife and 
health visitor and her clinical career as a nurse spans 22 years. Gina’s research portfolio focuses 
on ethnic minority populations and immigrant health using participatory models of research. 
She particularly focuses on the broad issue of social exclusion and equity in health care, lay 
understandings of health and illness, chronic disease management in primary care, self-care 
strategies, the cultural congruence of health care services, access and utilization of health care 
services, and ethnic and cultural diversity in care giving. In 1998 she was awarded an MBE for 
services to young people and Health Promotion.  
 
Welcome Professor Ann-Louise Caress  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ann-Louise has joined the management committee. We are delighted to welcome Ann back, 
she has been a long time member and supporter of ICCHNR 
Ann is Professor of Health Services Research, Department of Nursing and Midwifery at the University 
of Huddersfield and Director, Centre for Applied Research in Health 
 https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2237-8253 
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Thanks to Prof Patricia Wilson 

 
The convenors would like to thank Patricia, on behalf of all members 
of ICCHNR, for her work and contributions to ICCHNR over the past 
years. She has undertaken work in a voluntary capacity to ensure 
that ICCHNR achieves its charitable objectives and maintains its 
position as a unique community nursing research organisation. This 
was especially notable in Kent in 2016, South Africa in 2017 and 
Swansea in 2018. We are grateful to Patricia for the commitment 
you have given to ICCHNR. Patricia remains as a Trustee and 
member of the Executive group. 
 
 

 
 
Work with Nursing Now!  
 
ICCHNR continues to support the Nursing Now! Campaign and to work towards establishing a 
partnership with the campaign. During 2019 Gina worked with Nursing Now! on behalf of 
ICCHNR to design and report on a study of gender in nursing. 
 
https://www.intrahealth.org/resources/investing-power-nurse-leadership-what-will-it-take 
 

‘This report draws from a review of existing literature, a survey of 
2,537 nurses and nurse-midwives from 117 countries, and eight key 
informant interviews of nurse leaders to provide an in-depth 
analysis of the gender-related barriers to and facilitators of nurse 
leadership. The report derives from that analysis a set of 
recommendations for policymakers and implementers at the 
global, national, and institutional levels to accelerate strengthening 
nursing leadership and gender equality in the global nursing 
workforce.’ Intrahealth, accessed Jan 31st 2020 
 
 

2020 is the World Health organisation year of the Nurse and Midwife and ICCHNR have set out 
a plan led by a sub-group of the management group to ensure that ICCHNR members are 
recognised through the Nursing Now! Florence Nightingale Challenge. The plan is to submit 3 
minute thesis videos on community nursing research undertaken by ICCHR members and 
scholars. 
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Global Network of Public Health Nurses Conference May 2019 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
In May 2019 ICCHNR partnered with the Global Network of Public Health Nurses to hold a 
conference in Nairobi, Kenya. 
 
His conference aimed to: 

• To provide delegates with an opportunity to present and learn about new evidence-
based knowledge concerning health systems/services/practice to enable public health 
nursing to contribute to the achievement of the targets of Goal 3 of the UN Sustainable 
Goals. 

• To allow delegates time to discuss and formulate plans to implement possible changes 
in their countries/local health systems. 

• To enable networking opportunities for delegates with international colleagues. 
• To participate and represent public health nursing on international health policy groups 

and forums. 
• To promote the Global Network of Public Health Nursing 

Keynote speakers included Annette Kennedy, President of ICN, Barbara Stilwell, CEO of the 
Nursing Now! Campaign and Prof. Miriam K Were, Co-Founder, UZIMA Foundation, among 
other distinguished speakers and scholars. 
The conference was well attended by community and public health nurses from across the 
world, including ICCHNR members and Mary McClymont Scholars funded by ICCHNR. 
These were:  
 

• Loveness Moonde, Principal Lecturer in Public Health Nursing from Zambia   
 

• Margaretta Chandi, Lecturer and National Chairperson of Public Health Nurses 

Group, Ghana 
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 Both were congratulated and awarded Mary McClymont certificates. Their reports will be 
posted on the ICCHNR website shortly. 
 
 

Professor Ros Bryar, Hon. Treasurer of ICCHNR, was instrumental in 
developing the collaboration with the GNPHN and representing 
ICCHNR in Nairobi, seen here on the right with Dr Karen Whittaker 
from the Institute of Health Visiting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
ICCHNR conference in Sweden 2021 
 
During 2019 discussions were commenced between ICCHNR and Linneus University in Sweden 
to hold an international conference there in 2021. This will be led by Dr Emina Hadziabdic from 
Linneus with the co-convenors and treasurer of ICCHNR. Announcements will follow in 
Spring/Summer 2020. 
 
Communications and marketing 
 
The website continues to be updated by Billy Liu. www.icchnr.org 

The @icchnr twitter account has 340 followers, we tweet and re-tweet regularly.  
 
Finances 
 
The financial report was delivered to the Executive in December 2019 for ratification at the 
AGM in February 2020. The charity continues to receive a donation of £4000 from Grand Duo 
which supports the charitable activity, including the Mary McClymont scholars. ICCHNR is 
grateful to Grand Duo for their generosity. Funds are also received through membership. We 
remain in debt to the University of South Africa for the losses on 2017 conference, these are 
being rectified through publications with UNISA colleagues. There were no profits from the 
GNPHN conference in Kenya. 
 
 
 
 


