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Background
Research has shown that nurse educators collaborating across international boundaries and cultures can promote 
the exchange of knowledge and experiences and increase a sense of global responsibility. This project demonstrates 

how public health nursing educators from three countries, Ireland, Zambia and Norway came together to collabo-
rate on educating diploma, postgraduate and Master̀ s level public health nursing students. 

Purpose
The purpose is to promote international networking and to enhance awareness of global health and public health 
nursing practices in different contexts. The international networking and collaboration amongst educators will 
develop existing courses and will be beneficial to public health nursing students participating in international 
exchange programs.

The project also promotes an understanding of public health concerns across boundaries and increases awareness 
of how health and well-being are understood in three different contexts. It supports faculty to educate public health 
student nurses to work across borders and cultures in the best interests of global health. Working across interna-

tional boundaries and cultures can promote the exchange of knowledge and increase a sense of global responsibility 
and solidarity. The collaboration between public health nurse educators creates extended learning opportunities for 
students. Learning opportunities are linked to specific content, such as cultural awareness, ethics, evidence-based 
practice and having a global perspective.

Promoting global awareness also provides opportunities for collaboration in both health promotion research and 
education. 

Take-Home Message
In educational collaboration, it is important to plan for teaching and learning 
to ensure that international student collaboration meets course outcomes. Ade-
quately planned international practice for public health nursing students can 

support learning and achievement of course outcomes. The three institutions 
are currently processing inter-institutional agreements and have already started 
reciprocal Erasmus staff training visits and research collaboration.
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