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The year 2016-17 has been busy for ICCHNR, largely focused on the International 

Conference with the University of South Africa in Johannesburg. 

 

1. ICCHNR and University of South Africa, Johannesburg 20-22nd September 2017 

Community Health: Action for Change  

This conference took much time in its preparation and planning during 2016-17 that 
resulted in an inspiring and well evaluated conference. Our thanks to the host 
organisation, UNISA, and to Professors Sarie Human and Gisela Van Rensberg 
for their support of this event. 

The event took place at the Montecasino resort in Johannesburg. This was a high 
quality conference venue with an array of restaurants, hotels and shops as well as the 
conference facility itself. 

In total about 60 delegates attended the conference from 14 different countries, Africa 
itself was well represented with delegates from South Africa, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, 
Swaziland, Kenya, Botswana, Malawi and South Sudan. Other nations included USA, 
Canada, UK, Japan, Korea. 
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A pre-conference tour into Soweto including the Apartheid Museum was an excellent 
start to the conference providing some delegates with a closer view of South Africa 
today as well as the history of Apartheid and the Nobel prize winning work of Nelson 
Mandela. 

The programme opened with dancing by a Gumboot group and a singing form a choir 
from local schools.   It included keynote papers from Jane Salvage (UK), Abel 
Malaka (SA) Pricil la Dlamini (Swaziland). The programme was brought to life 
with round table discussions, panel discussions, posters, group presentations, our Mary 
McClymont scholars session and by our poet in residence, Molly Case. There was a 
continuous buzz of interaction, both research and social, and this continued throughout 
the days and evenings. 

The Mary McClymont scholars represented Togo, Nigeria and Ghana. Six scholars were 
supported by a generous donation from the Grand Duo Trust in England. The six are: 

Gnayame Moumouni Boassiba and Ralph Akwei – Togo 

Dorcas Obasohan – Nigeria 

Brenda Poku – Ghana 

Margaret Kubeka – Ghana 

Frances Chizoba – Nigeria 

All have submitted reports that will be posted on the ICCHNR website soon. 

The Lisbeth Hockey prize for best poster at the ICCHNR 2017 conference was awarded 
to  	  
Hassan Khalid	  from South Sudan. 	  

Molly Case was in residence as our poet and performed some of her previous work, 
Nursing the Nation and 1000 Days. She wrote and preformed the poem Nursing the 
World for ICCHNR during the conference, it can be viewed on the website. 

The full report from the conference, the gallery and programme will be available on the 
ICCHNR website soon. 
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2. Planning for future events 

 

The next International ICCHNR Symposium has been agreed.  It will be hosted by the 

University of Swansea, led by Professor Joy Merrell. 

The title is: Transforming Community & Public Health: Inspiring Future 
Generations 

16th and 17th July 2018, University of Swansea, Wales. 

www.icchnr.org 

The aim of the Symposium is to explore the impact and implementation of the United 
Nations Sustainable Development Goals on addressing the health and wellbeing needs 
of today’s population and those of future generations. 

3. Strategy and Impact 

Following a detailed piece of work and report undertaken by Steve Dewar a strategy 
and impact meeting was hosted by Professor Gina Higginbottom at the University of 
Nottingham in April 2017. This was a full and productive day with a range of actions 
that came out of it. It has not yet been feasible to follow up on all of the Actions due to 
the intensity of organising the SA conference and then Swansea. The summary of 
actions will be taken forward over the next 12 months and are included in the attached 
notes and actions recorded following the meeting. 

 

 



ICCHNR Convenor’s Report 2017 4 

4. Triple Impact Global Nursing Report and the Nursing Now! 

campaign 
 
http://www.appg-globalhealth.org.uk/ 

 

ICCHNR has become an active supporter of the Nursing Now! Campaign led by Lord 

Crisp in collaboration with ICN and WHO. ICCHNR contributed to the original report, is 

represented at APPG meetings and follows the campaign closely on Twitter 

@nursingnow_ 

 

5. Development of relationships with other organisations 

 

In September 2017 SK became the Chair of the European Forum for Primary 

Care. The shared value around the idea of community orientated primary health care 

provides a useful platform to share our goals and ambitions across a wider professional 

community. SK will be able to ensure there is strong communication between our 

organisations and ICCHNR will work towards closer ties with EFPC and future shared 

events. EFPC also works closely with the European Nurses Forum, which could also be 

a closer ally for ICCHNR. 

 

ICCHNR is also working closely with the Global Research Nurses orgnaisation 

based in South Africa. https://globalresearchnurses.tghn.org/ 

The aim of GRN is to give you and your peers support, guidance and information 

needed to fulfill your role and enhance your career as a nurse involved in research. 

Working with Dr Elize Pieterson from Cape Town we have already had meetings both 

online and in South Africa. One of the Mary McClymont scholars, Dr Margaret Mukeba, 

has been supported by GRN and ICCHNR to submit a post doctoral grant application 

in Ghana. A potential Foundation Grant application to the MRC has been identified for 

June 2018. Future opportunities to work in partnership to mentor nurse researchers in 

Zambia and Nigeria are also under discussion. Elize will visit the UK in January 2018 

when we will formalise a partnership arrangement with GRN. 

 

QNIS became the very first small organisation to join ICCHNR in 2017 and paid 

£250.00 subscription. 
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5. Communications and marketing 

 

The website continues to updated by Billy Liu. Billy provided an excellent webpage for 

the SA Conference and will also facilitate the Swansea web page. 

The @icchnr twitter account has 220 followers. #icchnr2017 was actively used for the 

SA conference. 

In the next few weeks the website will be updated and refreshed. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


