The Warm Heart of Africa: A Tribute to Dr Melanie Hami
It was with great sadness we heard on 19th March of the passing of our colleague
and friend Dr Melanie Hami, Head of Midwifery at the Kamuzu College of Nursing,
Blantyre, University of Malawi. Dr Hami has been associated with the University of
Edinburgh e-learning projects from the very beginning in 2007. She was always
supportive and a great asset in her role as Academic Liaison Officer and in the
Monitoring and Evaluation of the current project. Our thoughts are with her family,
friends and colleagues at this time. She will be sorely missed and warmly
remembered.
Professors David Dewhurst and Pam Smith
Friends and colleagues received the news of Dr Hami’s passing with a mixture of
shock and loss. These are some of their memories and tributes.
`Melanie had been involved in our collaborative projects right from the start in 2007
and has always been a joy to work with, clearly extremely popular with her
colleagues and (from personal experience) the first to help anyone. She was
friendly, gentle, always smiling, courteous and a pleasure to be with. To me she
epitomised the very best of Malawi.
Professor David Dewhurst
Jo Spiller, Acting Head of Educational Design & Engagement, describes Melanie as:
‘such a wonderful lady, kind, bright and a good laugh, and so core to the workshops
we ran’.
Ross Ward, Learning Technology Advisor, reflects:
‘Melanie was instrumental in making us feel warmly welcomed during all of our
visits, especially helping me feel at home in Blantyre during my longer visits.
Melanie has played a vital role in all of our projects over the years as a highly valued
member of our team’.
Dr Dorothy Armstrong, Course Director of the Person Centred Care Course which
Melanie enrolled on to enhance her understanding of e-learning said:
‘Melanie was a truly professional midwife and teacher. Her contribution to the
Masters course demonstrated her wisdom, compassion and respect to her fellow
colleagues and clients. Her work was insightful and full of humility and love’.
In August 2015 Melanie and her colleague Dr Gladys Msiska were delighted to be
able to travel to the ICCHNR (International Collaboration for Community Health

Nursing Research) International Conference sponsored by the Mary McClymont
Fund to present:
“Transforming the education and training of clinical professionals delivering
maternal and child healthcare in Malawi” based on an evaluation of our project.
Dr Msiska writes: ‘The presentation centred on an innovation being implemented at
Kamuzu College of Nursing and College of Medicine, University of Malawi with the
University of Edinburgh to improve and enhance curriculum content and delivery
and to further augment quality assurance processes for specialist maternal and child
health programmes in medicine and nursing to impact on the high maternal,
neonatal, infant and child mortality rates’.
The picture below shows Dr Melanie Hami (third from left) with Dr Gladys Msiska
(second from right) with international colleagues at the conference.

Dr Melanie Hami (centre) in discussion with colleagues during a workshop at the
Kamuzu College of Nursing, Blantyre, in October 2015
These pictures capture Melanie’s warmth and enthusiasm which we will always
remember.

